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Oscar Peterson was born August 15, 1925 in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. His parents 1 W'efe SRR
1mm1grants from the Bridsh West Indies and the Vlrgm Islands His father Damel Peterson was




Ontario Place in Toronto, as well as the thriller Silent Partner, for which he won a Genie Award in
1978. His collaboration with Norman McLaren, tided Begone Dull Care, won awards all over the
world. Oscar also composed the soundtrack for the film Fields of Endless Day, which traced the
Underground Railroad used by African-Americans escaping to Canada during the slavery era. In
addition, he has worked with the National Film Board of Canada.

Oscar followed his motion picture work with a ballet commissioned by Les Ballets Jazz du
Canada, which included a special waltz for the city of Toronto tided “City Lights.” Other
compositional projects included “A Suite Called Africa” and a salute to Johann Sebastian Bach’s

~ 300th birthday, written for trio and orchestra. These were followed by the “Easter Suite,” which
was cominissioned by the BBC of London and performed with a trio on Good Friday, 1984, via
‘nationwide television. This particular production is still broadcast annually. He also composed

- “music for the opening ceremonies of the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympic Games. In addition to all
of these Oscar has composed over 300 o{her tunes, most of which havc been pubhshed

"_.'-'Oscar has appeared ona dee arrav of televmon ploducoons and has hosted his own specmls

- where he interviewed and played with a »arlety of guests.” His wrdespread appeal gave. way to an.
“unusual range in personahues that included Anthony Burgess Andrew. Lloyd Webber T1m Rlce
-__Z»and Edward Heath the former Prime Mmlster of Iingland : .

= :Oscar prefers not to use hlS celebrrty to sway pohocal opmlons yet he Temains ded1cated to the
v 5_f"behef that his nauve Canada has a respon51b1hty in Ieadmg the World in equahty and justice. :
"+ With this in’ ‘mind; he has taken a firm stand to.promote recognmon and fair treatmhent for -~
- Canadas miulti= cultural commumry Because of hlS efforts in this ﬁeld Mr. Petcrson was mducted 5

asan Ofﬁcer of the Order of Canada in 1972 He was pl omoted to Compamon of the Order,
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A Child Is Born

By Thad Jones
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Faster, with motion
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The Continental

from THE GAY DIVORCEE
Words by Herb Magidson
Music by Con Conrad
Medium Swing
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The Girl from Ipanema

(Gardta De Ipanema)

Music by Antonio Carlos Jobim

English Words by Norman Gimbel

Original Words by Vinicius de Moraes

Moderately fast Latin
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Gravy Waltz

Lyrics by Steve Allen

Music by Ray Brown
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I’m Old Fashioned

from YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIER

Words by Johnny Mercer
Music by Jerome Kern
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It Ain’t Necessarily So

from PORGY AND BESS

Words and Music by George Gershwin,
Du Bose and Dorothy Heyward and Ira Gershwin
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Little Girl Blue

from JUMBO
Words by Lorenz Hart
Music by Richard Rodgers
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Noreen’s Nocturne
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Rockin’ Chair

Words and Music by
Hoagy Carmichael
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'Round Midnight

Words by Bernie Hanighen
Music by Thelenious Monk and Coatie Williams
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Stella by Starlight

from the Paramount Picture THE UNINVITED

Words by Ned Washington

Music by Victor Young
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Sweet Georgia Brown

Words and Music by Ben Bernie,
Maceo Pinkard and Kenneth Casey
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